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With Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors

FROM PASTOR DAVE:

I have always felt that one of the strangest features of professional team sports is the mid-season trade
deadline, a high-stakes version of musical chairs in which players and fans alike are called upon, in the span of a
few days or hours, to switch allegiances and move forward as if nothing had changed.  The ease or difficulty of
the transition depends upon a number of factors, but the experience is usually bittersweet for all involved.

The appointment process in the United Methodist Church is a slow-motion version of this, made all the
more complex by the deeper emotional involvement and spiritual needs of both clergy and laity.  Regardless  of
how often one is “traded,” it doesn’t get any easier; in my experience, quite the opposite.  But as Tom Hanks’
character says in A League of Their Own,  “There’s no crying in baseball.”  And in a system that predates baseball
by a couple of generations, there’s not much point in crying about the appointment process either.

Clear and open communication would help make transitions smoother, but ultimately a successful
realignment  requires parties to focus their energies on the task at hand, be it winning baseball games or winning
souls for Christ.

As we  approach the  “busy season” of the church, and engage our minds and hearts in the work Christ has
given us to do, let us create a sense of teamwork here at Vista that maximizes the talents and gifts God has given
us, that we might declare  with the enthusiasm of the Apostle Paul, “…this one thing I do: forgetting what lies
behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God
in Christ Jesus.”

Grace and Peace,   Dave

It hardly seems as though two months have passed since Dr. David Patterson became our Pastor at Vista.  As you
can imagine, he has been extremely busy getting to know not just our congregation, but also all of the ins and
outs of how Vista functions. Many of us have had the opportunity to visit with Pastor Dave and in the early fall,
small groups will be held so that we all can become better acquainted.  In the meantime, feel free to stop by his
office to say hello.
A native of Kokomo, Indiana, Pastor Dave earned a Bachelor of Science degree in education and a Master’s
degree in Public Administration from Ball State University.  After 5-1/2 years in local government as assistant to
the mayor and Director of Community Development in Kokomo, he moved to Evanston, Illinois.  There he
earned a Master of Divinity from Garrett-Evangelical and won the Faust Preaching Award.   Later he received a
Doctor of Ministry degree from Drew University where he was honored as guest preacher at the doctoral chapel
service.
Following seminary, Dave and his wife Norma moved to Nebraska to serve in that conference.  After 21 years
there, the Pattersons moved to Arizona where Dave served as pastor of Scottsdale UMC before being transferred
to Vista.  His wife is Vice President of Academic Affairs at Argosy University in Phoenix.  The Pattersons have
three grown children.
As an avid outdoorsman, Dave has hiked extensively and is looking forward to exploring the trails in the Tucson
area.  One of his greatest outdoor achievements was canoeing the entire 450 mile length of the Erie Canal!  Here
you might catch him riding his bike to work or making home visits on his scooter.  Elsie Hathaway



VISTA’S   NEW STUDY
Next time you’re in the Administration Building, stop by to see our new study, the first room on the right before
Evonne’s office.  Your Trustees recognized the need for a church study with comfortable furniture and a private,
tranquil setting for a small group … a grief or Alzheimer support group, a book club, an adult study class or for
private, confidential one-on-one visits.  Care Notes on a variety of topics are displayed for you to take, or you may
check out books, videos or c.d.’s  provided by your Stephen Ministers.  It’s a comfortable spot to bring a book
from our library across the hall to read, a private informal spot for a visit between a Stephen Minister and Care
Receiver if his/her home does not allow for such a visit, a non-office setting for meetings our Pastor might wish to
schedule, or even a place for staff to take a little rest on an especially long, hectic day!
 If you see a need for using this room as you are making your fall and winter plans, please schedule with  the
church office.

 Dinner for Six
 

    Our “Dinner for Six” activities will  begin this September.  If you were part of a group last season, you are
automatically signed up again.  If you don't want to continue, or would like to be a part of this fun and fellowship
and need to be added please call Sandy Schwartz either way  at 818-9792. 
    
    Hosts for the initial dinner will contact the others to arrange a time.  They will also ask about food allergies
and preferences. If you have food allergies or culinary preferences be proactive and let the host and other
members of your group know when you are initially contacted.

    These gatherings may be brunch, lunch or dinner and may take place in private homes or restaurants. 
Wherever -- they are a wonderful way to really get to know our church family.

    Here's an idea -- how about inviting Pastor Dave to “Dinners for Six.”  Here's another idea -- how about
inviting Pastor Dave for just plain dinner.  I'm sure he would enjoy some good home cooking and friendly
conversation.

We look forward to a fun fall gastronomic journey. 

Remembrance and Renewal:

 A Concert Commemorating the Tenth Anniversary of 9/11/2001

The Vista Fine Arts Committee encourages you to attend an important artistic event in the life of our community.
On Sunday, September 11, 2011, at 3:00 pm, in Centennial Hall on the University of Arizona campus, Tucson
Chamber Artists, in partnership with the Tucson Symphony Orchestra and UA Presents, will present a concert to
commemorate the tenth anniversary of the 9/11 tragedies. The program will include Mozart's Requiem, performed
all over the world on the one year anniversary of the attacks, and a new oratorio commissioned of composer Stephen
Paulus. The 30-minute work for choir and orchestra will include texts from various sources representing different
traditions, and is intended to advance our national healing and reconciliation, and promote deeper appreciation and
respect for our differences, while recognizing our common need for hope and renewal. A very generous gift from
Mrs. Dorothy Vanek, a friend of Vista, has made this special commission possible. Tickets may be ordered on line
at www.uapresents.org or by calling 520-621-3341
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Chair of Council Elsie Hathaway 818-3434 elphathaway@gmail.com
Co-Lay Leader John Geotz 825-4006 jagejg@comcast.net
Co-Lay Leader Jime Jose 825-7627 jimjoseassocc@aol.com
Trustee Chair David Thomas 825-3017 dathomasaz@gmail.com
Staff-Parish Chair Nancy Yob 742-4519 mamayob@gmail.net
Finance Chair Craig Holder 829-3918 sobaldy@pcholder.net
Stewardship Chair Bob Langwig 297-3042 rlangwig@aol.com
Secretary Larry Moore 825-4196 1lrm@comcast.net
Treasurer Frank Beal 825-9070 bealendo@yahoo.com
Mission Coordinator Dee Berman 825-7115 belendo@yahoo.com
Witness Coordinator Bill Daniels 818-1516 williamddaniels@aol.com
Nurture Coordinator Art Schweitzer 825-5591 aschweitzer38@yahoo.com
UMW President Marilyn Waldo 825-9542 waldo@wbhsi.net
UMM President Jim Bleess 825-3475 jamesbleese@hotmail.com
Church Office Evonne Springer 825-1985 VistaUMC@aol.com

Stephen Ministers at Vista

Pastor Dave has asked us to be in service, which takes on many forms.  Stephen Ministry
serves by listening, empathizing, taking into account the needs of the people and their
limitations.  Stephen Ministers are trained laypersons who will keep your concerns
confidential and your feelings will be a priority in the relationship.  Help is as close as your
telephone, or the Stephen Minister at the chancel after each Sunday’s worship service. Please
call the church, 825-1985 or Arlene Lehto 825-1327 or Mary Louise Roberson 297-6053 to be
in touch with a Stephen Minister.

“FAITHFUL
ABUNDANT

TRUE”
Come and grow with other women in the knowledge of God’s Faithfulness, Abundant Grace
and explore the question, “Are you True to Jesus in your relationships?”

featuring on video:
Kay Arthur,  Priscilla Shirer,  Beth Moore

Where: Catalina United Methodist Church
2700 E Speedway Blvd

When: September 14 – October 26, 2011
Wednesdays @ 9:30 – 11:30am

Registration and/or childcare needed, please call the church office 327-4296.
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HAPPY   BIRTHDAY   TO:
Tom Hayden 9/1
Karon Carpenter 9/2
Giff Tompkins 9/3
Louise O’Donald 9/6
John Madden 9/6
Amy Burrow 9/6
Janice Hopke-Almer             9/7
Nicolas Stogner 9/8
Jim Nibbelink 9/8
Nicholas Marks 9/9
Delores Brindle 9/10
Don Little 9/11
Robert Baker 9/11
Sue Staker 9/11
Jim Hilgendorf 9/12
Michael Dow 9/13
Arlene Lehto 9/14
Jean Stevenson 9/14

Happy   Anniversary:
   
Don & Janet D’Agostino            9/1
Monte & Marion Baker            9/2
Gene & Paula Radtke            9/2
David & Edna Alligood            9/3
Al & Cynthia DeLuna            9/7
Bob & Ellen Collinge           9/16
Jim & Joyce Holman           9/16
Robert & Barbara Miller                     9/20
Dennis Kimmel & Judy Thomas         9/20
Marshall & Teresa Sanders           9/20
David & Nancy Yob           9/23
Don & Karen Erickson           9/23

Dorothy Hathaway 9/14
Cub Holm 9/15
Thelma Bradfield 9/15
Jean Workman 9/17
Bob Collinge 9/19
Marcia Isch 9/19
Grant Robinson 9/19
Anne Gruensfelder 9/19
Boyd Carpenter 9/19
Lindsey Stogner 9/19
Trish Grizzard 9/22
Jim Obear 9/23
Ruth Raita 9/23
Morgan Bills 9/23
Wyatt Bills 9/23
Joe Staker 9/27
Ken Zebal 9/27
Kara Synhorst 9/28

Bob & Barbara Sherman         9/24
Joe & Sue Staker                   9/25
Lyle & Katrina Stogner           9/25
George & Nedra  Thomason   9/28
Bob & Joanne Gilmour           9/28
Jean & Jerry Browning            9/28
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 United Methodist Men
Watching father time chew through a year has developed into a favorite pastime of mine. Mind you, I pay
little attention to the overall passing, for the only profit in that is getting a year older. Most of us can do
without that, if we could arrange such. Even so it is inescapable to the sideline observer how fast  these
months melt away. It’s time to get moving at Vista. Many things needs doing, fixing and patching over,
and its time to join a committee and help out.Soon the  men's group is going to prepare the dirt for building
the memorial brick garden. It really ought to be a lot of fun ! We have a first class architect to lay the plan
out and after much human effort we will end  up with a beautiful and permanent tribute.

Have you ever wondered just why the world turns as it does? Join a committee and find out. We of UMM
invite all Vista Men to participate. Remember, no one actually joins our group, it isn't that formal. Just
show up and offer to help along the way.  This is much like watching a river from shore. To understand the
current sooner or later you have to get wet. Vista is a lot like watching the river. Without involvement you
are a bystander. Jump in anywhere along the way.

 Every Thursday at 7:00 AM, Howard Young heads up a wonderful landscaping effort right here at Vista.
That group of men and women work on cleaning up Vista's grounds of weeds and clutter. They mow grass,
sweep sidewalks and try to fight the voracious appetites of our wildlife. However, it's work. The results are
very good and are the main reason why Vista's grounds look as nice as they do. Right now it is an extra
effort due to the rains, fickle as they are. The weeds are in triumphant mode and an extra effort is needed to
stay ahead. Please lend a hand.

UMM will meet on September 10th at Izzi's Restaurant at 7:00AM for a breakfast and fellowship. We then
adjourn to Vista's Education Building for devotions and a business meeting, during which we discuss how
and where we as a group shall become involved in making Vista a better, prettier place. Men, jump in and
be involved. Life is good, even if it is a little short.

Sincerely,  Jim L. Bleess  UMM President

MARY MARTHA CIRCLE

DATE: September 1, 2011
9:30 A.M

Hostess: Rita Bahos
64232 East Orangewood Lane

825-8010

PROGRAM:
 RITA BAHOS

SUSANNA WESLEY CIRCLE

DATE: September 20, 2011
9:00 A.M.

Vista Church
Building A Room 1

PROGRAM:
MUSICAL PRESENTATION
BY BILL & MARY BELLAH
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 Hello! My name is Jerry Theberge, the Local
Church Liaison for the Wesley Foundation, and I am
from Tucson where I am a member of Vista De La
Montana UMC. I am currently studying business at
Pima Community College and plan to transfer to the
University of Arizona next year. I work with Vector
Marketing where I sell CUTCO Kitchen Cutlery and
am the youth group leader at Vista. I started coming to
Wesley my Freshman year of college and was attracted
immediately. I absolutely love the Wesley foundation
and what it does for college kids. I love it so much that
I applied for a position on the leadership team as the
local church liaison, which brings me here. I know that
the Wesley foundation has helped a LOT of students
already and I am extremely excited for how many
more young adults it will provide for over the coming
years!!

My name is Kelly Berger. I was born and raised in
Phoenix, Arizona, where I grew up going to Paradise
Valley United Methodist Church. I am a Junior and I am
pursuing a Communication major and a Music minor. I
have worked at The Cheesecake Factory over the past two
summers, but during the school year I just like to focus on
my studies, my volunteer work, and my friendships. In my
spare time I enjoy spending time with my family and
friends, playing with my dogs, singing, shopping, and
going to concerts.  I became very involved with Wesley
during my sophomore year when I became the Hospitality
and Outreach chairperson on the student leadership team.
In this position, I have helped plan and coordinate
volunteers for several events during the summer and the
school year that aim to introduce Wesley to the U of A
community. I love being a part of the Wesley community
because the people here are just so fun and friendly. Being
part of a welcoming Christian community has always been
extremely important to me, and I am so thankful to have
found this church family here in Tucson. I have learned
valuable lessons in marketing and outreach strategies from
serving on the Wesley leadership team, but more
importantly I have learned lessons about friendship,
loving others, and how to attempt to live a God-centered
life. 

Wesley  Foundation  News Page 6



CHILDREN, YOUTH AND FAMILY MINISTRY NEWS

Hard to believe, but the new school year is upon us.  Over the summer months we had what is
known as Summer Sondays.  During these months we alter our program to accommodate the
numbers of families traveling as well as visitors to our church.  This year, under the guidance of
Linda Triboulet, our Summer Sondays teachers carried out an extension of our Shake It Up Café
VBS theme, where the children learn to carry out God’s Recipe for Life.  Many thanks to our
summer teachers, and a special BIG thank you to two of our youth – Nic Stogner and Kevin
Collins.  These two young men jumped in at a moment’s notice to help out in the classroom, and
their assistance was vital and much appreciated!

Now with the school year beginning, we are all in gear to switch back to our regular schedule –
beginning with our Kick-Off Sunday on September 11.  The SonQuest children will begin the
year with the unit “How the Bible Came to Be”.  Shirley Miller has graciously volunteered to be
the facilitator for the entire year, and we will once again follow our regular rotation schedule
with station leaders coming each week to do Music, Art, Cooking, Games and Science. 
Meanwhile, the Live BIG class (grades 4, 5, and 6) will start off the year with their teacher
Barbara Johnson with the theme of “The Beginning of the Story.”  The BIG Idea of this unit is to
discover how the stories in Genesis help us to understand God’s plan for God’s people.  We will
once again be contributing weekly to our “Church Bank” so we can continue with our mission
projects.  Last year we made Christmas stockings for needy mothers, made a donation of money
and game books to the Diamond Children’s Center, took gifts to the residents of Wisdom Court
when we made our annual visit to sing for them, and gave a donation to the Golder Ranch Fire
Department.  Stay tuned to see what our projects will be this year!

Meanwhile, our Youth has had a very busy and productive summer.  Under the guidance of Jerry
Theberge, (check out article on page 6 about Jerry) Dottie Lou Colby and Nancy Yob, they have
enjoyed many fellowship activities together such as pool parties, movie nights and bowling. 
They have also been very active planning out their projects for the upcoming year.  Their efforts
are to do several service projects such as Grandparents Day visits, work at the Hospitality Inn,
and planning a Youth-led service for the congregation.    Kara Synhorst is working to keep the
Youth Choir going and active, and plans are underway to do some fund-raising projects (Sock
Hop, Mystery Dinner, etc.) so they can get a jump on next summer’s mission trip.  Obviously
our Youth don’t stand still for long – they are the best!  They plan to do a Youth-led service
project four times a year.

Barbara  Johnson Family Fellowship Welcome Back Pizza
Party

For All Sonquest and Youth Families
Sunday September 25th,

After the Second Service, Classroom 1
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Outreach Mission Ministry

As fall approaches we want to welcome back all the Vista Mission team from vacations and travels. Our work
continues on in preparation for our annual Celebration of Learning Festival in Agua Prieta, Mexico on Oct.
29th. Please save that date for a great bus ride to visit our Sister Church, Fuente de Vida in the Colonia La
Empacadora. You have a great experience waiting for you!!!!

Fuente de Vida School Supply and Scholarship Drive
What a great job Vista’s congregation  did to make this a most successful effort. We were able to sponsor all of
our students, including those who are in Higher Education and 9 Methodist Seminary Students. You provided
over $2000.00 of school supplies and over $4000.00 in scholarship support. Wow!!! What a blessing to these
worthy young people. God Bless you all for your amazing generosity. I particularly want to thank Jan Hopke-
Almer for all her hard work in leading this effort, and also to Benith Macpherson for her school supply
shopping skills along with Jan. Finally, a special thank you to our Missionary Peggy Thornhill for her many
transportation trips to Agua Prieta with the school supplies in her vehicle. Together we have so much to be
happy and excited about, for the future of these great young people. We want you all to come with us on Oct.
29th and meet your kids and celebrate with us at  “The Celebration of Learning Festival”. We will have sign up
sheets in the breezeway in early Oct. If you wish to sign up earlier, you may give me (Dee Berman)  a call at
825-7115 and I will put you on the list. Please remember you must have USA government issued identification.
We still need prize items for the Festival and will take gently used as well as new toys and items that kids would
like to have, especially sports items and sports clothing for the prize room. Please place your donations in the
Mission baskets under the table in the narthex.

Catalina Community Services
We thank you for your support, this past month, for your contributions to the clothing bank and also to the food
bank on the 1st Sunday of the month. CCS has requested that we help supply them with donations of PEANUT
BUTTER. You can either buy a jar or two of peanut butter or make a monetary donation  for that purpose. CCS
can buy a larger quantity with their wholesale purchasing power. We have so many needy people in our
community that need our help. Drivers are especially needed to deliver freshly made meals, a couple times a
week, to the elderly and the shut-ins in the Catalina area. It would only take about an hour of your time a week,
but what a blessing it would be to the recipients of your service. Please call Leader Becki Daniels at 818-1516
for further information.

Creative Hands
We are happy to announce that this group of talented ladies will again meet at 9:00AM on Fridays starting in
September. They created, with love and care, over 475 garments for the needy children in our area this past
season. They want you to join them, and no experience is needed, just you’re giving hands. Please call leader
Jan Bohe at 825-9725 for further information.

Tucson Hospitality Inn
As most of you know, this past month, we have been selling the $5.00 discount passes for the Macy’s “Shop for
a Cause Day” on Aug. 27th. Next month we will give you a report on how many discount passes we sold to
benefit THI. We want to thank you in advance for your support, and hope you had a great shopping day. We are
still looking for volunteers to assist with the maintenance of the facility that has been such a “God Send” for
people who are experiencing very difficult health issues. THI has been a “home away from home” for so many,
thanks to your support.
Please Call Leader Kay Gragg at 544-2545  for further information on how you can make a difference in the life
of a family in a time of health crisis.
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Snak Pak program at Coronado School

Now that school is starting back, the Snak Pak program is back in action. With your help, we were
able to supply the resources, $2381.00 for the first semester of schooling (17 weeks), at Coronado
School.   These 45 children, who receive the snak paks, have been designated “at risk” for nutritional
needs, so the snak pak that is sent home with them each Friday, provides a source of nutrition for
them over the weekends, when they are not in school. We will be doing some fund-raising later in
the year, to help these children for the second part of the school year. With the blessings that we
enjoy, it is sometimes hard to believe that right here in our community there are little children who
are in need of the basic food necessities, but such is the case.  We are looking for a new Leader for
this project, as our current Leader, Nedra Thomason, is planning to move to San Diego in December.
We shall miss her and thank her for her dedication and good work on behalf of this program.  This is
a once a week job for a couple of hours, but fills a real need in our community. You will have help in
getting the 45 bags packed each school week on Wednesdays. Please pray about it and if God is
leading you to serve in this capacity, please call leader Nedra Thomason at 869-4425 for further
information.

Catalina Mountain School
Many of you have read the article on Friday Aug.12th, in the Arizona Daily Star  that  the
Department of Juvenile Corrections for the State of Arizona is closing Catalina Mountain School on
Oct. 1st. The present juvenile detainees will be moved to one of two facilities that are in the Phoenix
area. This is a cost saving measure for DJC and will lead to a significant cost saving for the taxpayers
too. Vista’s Outreach Ministry has been active for 4 years in visiting and ministering to these young
teenage boys, just down Oracle Road from Vista Church. There have been so many good folks at
Vista who have given faithfully of their time and care to this Ministry. It is our deepest hope that
seeds of faith and goodness have been planted in the hearts and souls of these troubled youth that
will help lead them to make much better decisions for their lives in the future. We pray God’s
blessing on them and may they carry in their hearts the knowledge that the people of Vista Church
cared for them and God cares even much more. Only time will tell what the harvest of our efforts
will be, but we ask God’s blessing on the efforts we have made in our time with them. There are a
good number of faithful folks to thank for their participation in this ministry, but I especially want to
thank John & Carol Witt for the dedicated leadership they have provided to us all in this challenging
Ministry. This week a number of us, as well as Vista de la Montana Church, were awarded
“Outstanding Community Partner Award” certificates for our work in the Epiphany Youth Retreat at
CMS. We were pleased to receive the recognition and the Award will be posted in the narthex for
you to see in the near future. Again, many thanks to all you good folks who shared in this Ministry.
In closing we want to invite you to partner with us in the Outreach Mission Ministry, in what ever
capacity you are able. What a blessing it is to serve others in the Lord’s name. We invite you to do
so. Our next meeting will be on Wed. Sept. 7th at 1:00 PM and as always, all are welcome. Hope to
see you then.
Yours in Mission service:

Dee Berman, Chairman
520-825-7115
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Library Notices

Please return to the Library NOW:   “Tear Soup” and “Dewey, The Library Cat.”  These are
very special to us!  You are forgiven, but please return them!  (And next time use a check out
card! Thank You! )

Joy Oram, Librarian

Please Note:  ONLY the books in the hallway outside the Library are for sale.

Library Committee:  Joy Oram, Jan Cregan,      Becki Daniels,  Sally Innes

Mission Outreach Opportunities

Catalina Community Services

Delivering Hot Meals to our needy Catalina Homebound Seniors takes only
1 hour per week of your time. 

Won't you please volunteer?  This is a Catalina Community Services funded
project. 
Contact Becki Daniels for more information --  beckidaniels@aol.com or 818-1516.

Summer Coffee Sales

Just because it’s summer doesn’t mean you have to give up your coffee
from Café la Colonia!  We are continuing to support our sister church,
Fuente de Vida Methodist Church in Agua Prieta, Mexico.

Your summer sales staff are Pam and Craig Holder.
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Vista De La Montaña
United Methodist Church

3001 E. Miravista Lane
Tucson, AZ 85739

Office hours
Monday through Friday 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Phone: 520 825-1985
Fax: 520 825-2997

E-mail: VistaUMC@aol.com

Open hearts, Open minds, Open doors
The people of the

United Methodist Church

http://www.vistaumc.com
We invite you to visit our website.
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Return Service Requested

Those who participated
in the regular monthly
visits were: Dee
Berman, Benith 
MacPherson, Dillis
Ward, Duane Waldo,
Larry Moore, Carol
Witt and John Witt.
Past volunteers
were Jim Bleess,
Von Ceil Bleess,
John Crown, and
Bernie Kenny.
Florence Duckett
and Karen Gurian
were  regular
tutors.
 .

CATALINA  MOUNTAIN SCHOOL
MISSION MINISTRY VOLUNTEERS

AT HONOR CEREMONY


