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Nedra Thomas
Snak Paks

We have just completed our first full year of Snak Paks, and it has been great. We received many special thank you messages from the children and their  parents letting us know how much it has meant to them. They have let us know that they are thankful for both the money spent on them and our time.

The program will resume again for the Fall Semester at the end of August. Till then, keep these children in your prayer’s and have a great summer!   Nedra Thomas
Catalina Mountain School

          The Vista volunteers had a busy month of April at CMS as many activities took place.  On Monday April 4, Duane Waldo and John and Carol Witt attended a special mass as one of the boys who took part in last fall’s Epiphany retreat and also attended the monthly reunions received his first holy communion.  Catholic bishop Kincanas served the mass with two local priests assisting.  This was a very special moment for Jacob.  He has now been released after serving his sentence and we pray he makes wise choices for his life in the future.  The last Epiphany reunion was held with Benith MacPherson and Duane Waldo planning the program.  Four boys attended and enjoyed coloring and decorating hard boiled eggs provided by Benith.  The monthly Palo Verde cottage meeting took place Wednesday, April 20th with 17 boys in attendance.  Duane, Dillis Ward, Larry Moore, Benith and John and Carol Witt led a discussion as the boys answered questions on making decisions in life.  Each boy also received a Mother’s Day card to send. The staff at CMS hosted a retirement farewell barbeque for Bill Rowe who has been Volunteer coordinator at the school for over 29 years.  All of Vista’s volunteers have appreciated Bill’s help and support over the years and presented him with a gift certificate from Dick’s Sporting Goods.   We also met with the new Coordinator, Jill LaBrie.  We hope to have a meeting with the new director of CMS, Mr. James McNulty in early May. We have our next cottage visit on May 11th and it went very well. We had a circle of prayer for 5 of the boys who will not be with us when we return in Sept. We pray for God’s blessing and protection from wrong doing for their lives as they go back out into the world they came from..   We’ll resume our cottage visits in September. John & Carol Witt
Creative  Hands
The Ladies of Creative Hands will be off for the summer but will return in Sept. to continue their great work, creating clothing for the needy kids in our community.
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Vista de la Montana United Methodist Church


Reaching our community with Open hearts, Open minds, Open Doors





William James wrote, “Our lives are like islands in the sea, or trees in the forest, which co-mingle their roots underground. Just so, there is a continuum of cosmic consciousness, against which our individuality builds but accidental fences, and into which our several minds plunge as into a mother sea or reservoir.”


Madeleine L’Engle added to that idea in her book, Walking on Water, “The creator is not afraid to leap over the ‘accidental fences,’ and the plunge into the deep waters of creation. There, once again, and in another way, we lose ourselves to find ourselves.” 


There are times in which we find ourselves directed by something toward places we otherwise would not go. Changing pastors at a church is a time like that. We hope to find that there is something giving us direction. We are being asked to lower our fences and to check out boundaries. We are being asked to examine our motives and think about the consequences of the things we do and the things we have refrained from doing. There is something being asked of us this year. 


For me and my family, what is asked is that we separate ourselves from the community that has been our family for seven years; the community that we hoped would be our family for many more years. It means experiencing the grief and sadness. It means that for a good part of each week, Marion and I will live apart. It is required that I take up residence in Green Valley, but it doesn’t look like we will be able to sell our Oro Valley home any time soon. It means that we will have to get to know a whole new congregation: remembering names and faces, finding a new rhythm and pattern of being part of a new family. 


For you and your family, what is asked is that you welcome and embrace a new pastor and his family. It means a different face and a different voice on Sunday morning. It means finding a new rhythm and pattern of being family. 


Recently, I read about a concert performed by a university orchestra and a guest violinist. The orchestra was wonderful. The music was inspiring. However, the guest violinist opened a very dramatic piece with the first four notes from his instrument by playing the wrong notes. He played the wrong notes. The opening theme was repeated several times during the piece and on all the other occasions he was exactly right. He just missed the first four notes. 


What is to be admired about what happened is the violinist simply continued playing and he worked his way out of his problem. There might have been a desire to stop and apologize; but he just kept going. The director could have stopped the orchestra and allowed the musician to repair his gaff, but he let the band play on. What drove the orchestra, the conductor, and the violinist was the music itself and they were all in it together. There was an imperative to continue which must have been difficult when the first four notes were played in error. 


Throughout life there are moments of disappointment. We are apt to let ourselves and each other down. We can find ourselves playing the wrong notes. We might think it is best to quit, but there will be an imperative to keep going. Let us be driven by our faith to press forward taking into account the imperatives of our faith until we reach through to a new shore of understanding and commitment and acceptance and love. 


We can do it; we must. 					Continued on Page 2
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Vista De La Montaña


United Methodist Church


3001	E. Miravista Lane


Tucson, AZ 85739


Office hours


Monday through Friday 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.


Phone: 520 825-1985


Fax: 520 825-2997


E-mail: VistaUMC@aol.com


Open hearts, Open minds, Open doors


The people of the


United Methodist Church


http://www.vistaumc.com


We invite you to visit our website.
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Dave Mullin & Pam Sanford 		6/24


Sam & Marty Kreiling		6/24


John & Carol Witt			6/25


Jim & Sue Hedrick			6/25


Howard & Sharon Kaste		6/25


Cub & Joyce Holm			6/26


Steve & Char Dedrick			6/26


Kim & Roy Lauger			6/26


Fred & Sallie Winkler			6/27


Ken & Jean Stevenson		6/27


Maurice & Ursula Price		6/28


Paul & Cynthia Karcher		6/29








UNITED METHODIST MEN


Who stirred the time pot and brought up June ? Isn't this the 6th month of the year? July marks the start of the downhill slope to 2012. Good grief, if you're going to do it this year you better start getting it done. We of UM Men try to think like that. Now, mostly we are successful and trying takes on a new dimension. It is formidable, our trying and we are sometimes successful!!  That is why we meet, why we have fun, and why we solicit all men of Vista Church to stop by one of our regular monthly meetings.


Ours is a simple bunch, but we  get things done and it is satisfying when we do. The satisfaction is ours by the way and the rewards go to those folks we assist. Now, we haven't saved the whales yet but we do make a difference. Any man is welcome to stop by a meeting or visit with any one of us.  This is a tough concept but you really don't join, you just show up when you are able or when your senses tell you the need is great. We don't have  regular dues but we do pass the hat at our monthly meetings. If you are able, donate. If you can't, don't. There you have it. Our money is not spent before it is collected, no outside agency has pinched off it yet. We do donate but only after a vote.


We have  been asked to help with the 4th of July Vista Fiesta. Hey, this is right up most guys alley. There is some coordination to do and food menu to consider and a few other in's and out's. This is an example of how we help out. When you see this unfold you will see all of Vista coming together in a spiritual context coupled with a great time


Mostly we have fun. That is what we are about. There is a suggestion in the air to have a one night campout this fall--right here on Vista's north lot. There is a plan to have a fire in a bucket, s'mores (junk food) maybe hotdogs, peach cobbler and a brief pan cake / coffee breakfast. The night will be spent sleeping in pick up truck beds or tents, as you will. There will be a Bible reading/study and religious discussion. If this sounds like a lot of fun, just show up or better yet stop by a meeting on the first Saturday of each month at 7 AM. Usually we meet at Sunnyside Up in Catalina. We will now and then meet at Izzy's on Rancho Vistoso Blvd and Oracle. Ask around before you come.


Life is good.  It is, however, a little short.


Sincerely,


Jim Bleess UMMP








Matt Continued from page 9





		


It has hopefully provided memorable and impactful events like Choir Tours, retreats and mission projects.  The youth group has built five houses in Mexico for families, but they have also been involved in Agua Prieta, Catalina Community Services, Tucson Hospitality Inn, CROP Walk and Souper Bowl of Caring for the hungry, supported a Compassion Child and an Adopt-a-Grandparent program at Vista.  These youth really like making a difference and have a heart for mission.  My creative side got to have fun in youth group with parable skits, Mystery Dinners, video montages for our high school seniors and using video/photography/drama for worship and programs.  We have a real treasure at Vista with our youth, children, their parents and our families.  Cherish and support them just as someone did it for you.  I am excited for the new energy that Jerry Theberge and the team of adults from the family ministries will help our youth to grow more in love with God each day and live it genuinely in their lives.


Finally, I am thankful to Cathy and my family. Cathy has shared her love and talent for music in so many ways: worship, children's musicals, and youth choir director. She has also supportwd the youth and their families with her help in communicating and organizing with me.  I am so thankful that on so many of these ministries and events that can become so time consuming, we were able to still be together as family. Thank you Cathy, Andrew and Christiana for being with me and sharing in the adventure!


 


So, continue to love the Lord and each other at Vista and embrace the new pastor, his wife and family just as you have done for Monte and me!





God’s Peace,





Matt			


		





FIESTA


Dinner for 6 Party


June 5th


5:00 – 7:00 PM


Home of Larry & Jeanne Farnum


135 W. Greenock Dr, Tucson 





Direction:  Take Oracle to Greenock Dr. (just North of El Conquistador),


Go West about ½ mile. The house is on your left





Please bring generous appetizer or dessert. Coffee and Tea will be


Provided but you are welcome to bring any beverage of choice.


Party open to all regulars and substitutes.


Please RSVP to


Sandy Schwartz at 818-9792





Montee Continued from Page 1


Robert Frost was asked by a group of students, “Does the universe have a purpose?” His answer was interesting. He looked at the students and asked, “Are you capable of having a purpose?” and then he said to them, “Could it be that the purpose of the universe is that each of us find our purpose?” 


Ultimately, the imperative is this: Together and apart, can we find our purpose? 


MJB





A New Chapter for Vista


On July 1 we will welcome a new pastor into our Vista family.  While we will miss both Pastor Monte and Pastor Matt who have served us so well for many years, there is a certain excitement in the anticipation of a new spiritual leader.  Change can be unsettling for some, but at the same time it can bring about a renewed energy within a congregation.


One’s attitude is critical at a time of change.  I believe that it is imperative that each of us maintain an open mind and a positive and welcoming attitude.  There is always much to learn from a new person.  Vista will continue to prosper because of the love and commitment of each person in our church family.  It is the responsibility of each of us to assure Vista’s future as a welcoming and caring Christian community.


As Pastors Monte and Matt move into the next chapters of their lives, we remember with gratitude what they have each given to us and send them off with our prayers for a rich and fulfilling life in their new endeavors.  


Elsie Hathaway


Covenant Council Chair





HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO





Alan & Kathy Campbell		6/1			


Dick & Jackie Schaefer		6/2


Dave & Joanne Thomas		6/2


Tom & Candy Roberts		6/5


Jim & Judy Conklin			6/5


Jon & Carolyn Leonard		6/5


Bill & Ruth Powell			6/6


Jerry & Marilyn Krause		6/8


Paul & Fran Hampton			6/9


Rex & Sherri Wyland			6/10               


Jim & Joyce Jose			6/10


Dillis & Linda Ward			6/12


Chick & Marsha Ladich		6/13


Giff & Alice Tompkins		6/13


Walter & Frances Johnson		6/14


Michael & Amanda Dow		6/15


John & Elaine Goetz			6/17


Jerry & Kay Null			6/17


Jerry & Danna Koelling 		6/17


Paul & Shirly Miller			6/19


Dick & Linda Triboulet		6/20





        Happy Birthday





Chick�
Ladich�
5/2�
�
Jay�
O'Donald�
5/6�
�
Don�
Smith�
5/6�
�
Tom�
Tucker�
5/9�
�
Jeanne�
Farnum�
5/11�
�
J.D.�
Wallace�
5/11�
�
John�
Greenwood�
5/14�
�
Don�
Paugh  Jr.�
5/14�
�
Mary Lou�
Young�
5/16�
�
Denny�
Tryon�
5/16�
�
Al�
DeLuna�
5/17�
�
Bud�
Stoddard�
5/17�
�
Jerry�
Browning�
5/17�
�
Sally�
Bolar�
5/19�
�
Robert�
Miller�
5/21�
�
Vic�
LaFave�
5/22�
�
Marilyn�
Rutkowski�
5/23�
�
Kathy�
Campbell�
5/24�
�
John�
Goetz�
5/26�
�
Rita�
Bahos�
5/26�
�
Dick�
Holloway�
5/26�
�
Ken�
Allred�
5/26�
�
Gene�
Curtis�
5/27�
�
June�
Guptill�
5/29�
�
Anne�
Coffman�
5/31�
�









CHILDREN’S MINISTRY TEAM NEWS











May has been another busy and exciting month for the children at Vista – filled with God’s love!  They started off the month with an awesome performance of the Easter play.  Under Cathy Colby’s direction they told the story of Jesus’ resurrection through song and dance.  They also wrapped up their Heifer Project for the year by raising a record-breaking $1526!  With the funds raised they voted to purchase one heifer, 1 water buffalo, 1 llama, 2 goats, 1 sheep and 2 pigs.  Fantastic job, kids!


SonQuest finished out the year with their unit Breakfast on the Beach, while the Live BIG class finished up their study of how God’s presence in our lives can change us.  They are now looking forward to a fun-filled Vacation Bible School where they will attend the Shake It Up Café and learn to carry out God’s Recipe.  Summer Sondays will this year see a continuation of VBS – they will continue the same theme with lessons and activities from the VBS materials


As the Youth – who put on a fantastic Mystery Dinner at the beginning of May – prepare for summer (some will be graduating, some returning from college) and the transition in their leadership, many activities are planned.  They continue to plan for their mission trip to New Mexico, and they have Bible Studies and Youth Fellowship activities planned all throughout the summer.





Blessings,


Barbara Johnson
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Rex Wyland			6/19


Rita Reed			6/19


David Yob			6/20


Becki Daniels			6/20


Benith MacPherson		6/20


Sandy Schwartz		6/21


Danna Koelling		6/21


Kathleen Greer		6/21


Dee Berman			6/22


Lexi Sanders			6/22


Larry Moore			6/24


Bob Snider			6/24


Sandy Durbin			6/24


Dennis Kimmel		6/25


Dick Schaefer			6/27


Steward Smith			6/28


Dylan Lauger			6/28


Jack Kuhn			6/30
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TUCSON HOSPITALITY INN





For those of you who do not know about the Inn, the Inn is a hospital hospitality house for patients and their families who come to Tucson for medical needs.  The Inn receives guests from all over Arizona, neighboring and distant states, as well as foreign countries.  Some stay a few days, others weeks or months.  For more information, see the brochures in the Narthex or check out the website at � HYPERLINK "http://www.tucsonhospitalityinn.net" ��www.tucsonhospitalityinn.net�


There is an on going need for volunteers to do light housecleaning and gardening.  If you can help, please contact Lou at 904-6333.





The Inn has been very fortunate to have Lissa Godward volunteering in the office for the past year.  Please thank her when you see her for helping Lou.  She has been a great asset.  Pam Holder is now volunteering in that capacity every week.  Please thank her as well for her willingness to help.





There is always a need for paper goods, dish soaps, and laundry supplies.  Please mark them for THI and put them in the Mission Baskets in the Narthex.  Also, it helps Lou to buy exactly what is needed by purchasing gift cards from Target, Wal-mart, Sam’s Club, Target, and grocery stores.  Please send them directly to:  Lou Tompkins, Tucson Hospitality Inn, 2539 E. Edison Street, Tucson, AZ 85716, and identify yourself as a member of Vista if he doesn’t know you.





We are happy to report that the Welcome Wagon Alumni Club whose outgoing president is our own Florence Duckett donated $1000.00 to the Inn as their charity for the year, in addition we were able to send a check from Vista for $2400.00 from the Easter offering and donations from the Vista folks, designated for the Inn. Thank you so very much as this was indeed needed to keep the Inn doing the great work they do!!!





I am looking for a few people to help me plan a Serenity Garden for the Inn.  Please let me know if you are interested.  Ongoing volunteers are needed to help Lou clean inside and do light gardening.  To volunteer or for more information, call Kay Gragg, 544-2545.














Catalina Community Services





Arizona data continues to indicate that one in every five is unable to feed their family due to hardship.  Please consider putting aside one can of food each week for these families in our Catalina Community.  Your monetary donations, placed in the collection plate, go even further with every dollar buying three dollars of food.  Envelopes, Food Bank Box and suggestions for food donations are in the Narthex at all times.  Look for the announcement in the bulletin the last Sunday of the month as a reminder.  When we come on the first Sunday every month and are served the Lord's Supper, we serve others in need through our Food Bank donations.  We sent 3/4 of a cart full of food and $401.00 last month.  Remember, Catalina Community Services is one of the "Working Poor" Charities which allows the state tax credit on your AZ Income Tax.  Thanks to everyone. Becki Daniels  















































Habitat for Humanity








Snak Pak Program


We have just completed our first full year of Snak Paks and it has been great.  We received many special thank you messages from the children and their parents letting you know just how much it has meant to them. (If you missed them we will feature the display at the end of the summer.)  They have let us know that they are thankful for both the money spent on them and our time.  


 


The program will resume again for the Fall Semester at the end of August.  Till then, keep these children in your prayers – and have a great summer. 





 




















A Letter From The Tucson Hospitality Inn


May 12, 2011








Dear Vista de la Montana:





I would like to thank you and your committee for Vista’s involvement in the life of


The Tucson Hospitality Inn.  With the participation of your members and leaders we have made great strides.





At this time I specifically wish to thank you and your congregation for the contribution we 


Received due to your Missions “Easter Offering”, and also for the generous contribution last January.





As you know, everyone who walks through our front doors to receive our help is going through


a  great upheaval of chronic or sudden illness or injury and also being far away from home. Together this year, we have recreated for many of these families a sense of being supported and truly cared for, which is at the core of our mission.





Human compassion is a great healing force put into action and it is very gratifying to feel our efforts are so well understood and supported in the community. Every contribution counts, as it takes much to accomplish what is needed in order to offer the warmest, most comfortable and supportive home away from home for the families who come to this house for help.  I have found this work fulfilling, full of challenge and it’s gratifying to know that this dream is not only mine, but shared by people like you and your congregation.





I am truly grateful to you!





Lou Tompkins


General Manager


Tucson Hospitality Inn

















Proud member of the National Association of Hospital Hospitality Homes


Please take a tour of the home at www.tucsonhospitalityinn.net











Mary Martha Circle Visited the Campus of the Tucson Metropolitan Ministries


On Cinco de Mayo  ten women from Vista's Mary Martha Circle visited the campus of the Tucson Metropolitan  Ministries.  TMM has been one of our UMW projects and we wanted to see where our money was going 


We were met by Renee, the spiritual director, who took us on a walking tour of the campus.  We visited one of the eight licensed residential group homes where three to eighteen year old children reside.  These young people are awaiting adoption, placement in a foster home or return to their original home.  There are six children to a home with house parents in residence.  We found them neat, clean and "homey".  They eat breakfast here, lunch at school and dinner in a common dining room. 


TMM also provides transitional housing for single mothers and their dependent children.  The goal of TMM is to provide the tools and environment to these families so they can become self sufficient.  The women must be working or in school, and they pay rent for the apartments.  They can stay two years.  Classes are taught to help them learn to be on their own.TMM also has six affordable housing campuses that are home to working individuals, families and seniors.


There is a Community Closet  which is available to residents.  It has clothes, bedding, and household items.  Articles are received through a referral voucher system that is used by dozens of supporting agencies and churches.  Donations are always welcome.


RESTORE is another facility owned by TMM.  It is a 10,000 sq. ft.warehouse offering usable, donated building materials, cabinets, carpets, appliances and materials.  It is open to the public and another source of revenue for them.


TMM was born in 1974 through the leadership and funding from various local United Methodist churches and the Judeo Christian heritage that promotes community service and change.  TMM  has become an independent corporation and continues to have a role in the community, providing affordable housing with appropriate support services.


We were served a delicious lunch after the tour.  All who attended were impressed with the campus and the personnel who worked or volunteered there


Susanna Wesley Circle


Lou Tompkins, CEO and manager of the Tucson Hospitality Inn, and Laura Lane, House Manager, recently spoke to the Susanna Wesley Circle on May 17.  There is an ongoing need for volunteers to do light housecleaning and gardening.  If you can help, please contact Lou at 904-6333.  Read more about the Tucson Hospitality Inn in the Mission Ministry Report





Vista Book Club


We will not meet during summer.  Meetings will resume in September. Plwase watch for updates in the ECHOES and Sunday Bulletin. For more information about the group, contact Kay Gragg at


544-2445








HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO:


Jerry Bode			6/1


Pam Sanford			6/4


Chuck Eachen			6/5    


Steve Dedrick			6/6


John Witt			6/8                             


Ken Fridrich			6/9       


Don Piepenburg		6/10


Fred Winkler			6/10


Margaret Synhorst		6/11


Loretta Blackidge		6/11


June Young			6/11


Bill Saunders			6/11


Jim Hathaway			6/11


LaVerne Tucker		6/12


Janet Bode			6/12


Nedra Thomason		6/12


Jim Coffman			6/14


Loni Degen			6/19			
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Goodbye 


Although my official farewell has taken place in May and I thank you for the opportunity to celebrate our time together, I will still be around for my last month of June and I am certainly looking forward to helping with one of Vista's high points which is our top notch Vacation Bible School.  On the other hand , I will be out of town for two of the Sundays in June due to the service project with the youth.  Anyway, I wanted to thank any of you who are out of town or that I was unable to see at the Farewell.  It has been an honor and privilege to be in ministry with you as we have sought to follow Christ together at Vista.  I look forward to hearing the wonderful things that God has in store for Vista in this next chapter of your life.  


 


Looking back, I have enjoyed creating or being a part of a team to help us better serve and grow in discipleship through memorable fellowship, small groups, and exciting outreach.  When I came here, I heard the desire for more opportunities as a church body for us to get together and to know each other better.  We were no longer a small church where everyone knew each other.  I hope I helped that by creating events like Home on The Range, and Harvest Home along with fun choir radio shows with Bill and Mary Bellah.  There were also events I tried to introduce that had an element of fellowship along with an evangelistic invitation for others to celebrate with us as we retell our faith story, such as Easter Walk, Las Posadas, the Family Service on Christmas Eve, the Prayer Walk, and The Walk to Bethlehem.  What a journey those events have been, and it has been great working on our relationships with others and our relationship with God.


 


Another area that was asked of me was to continue our desire to be a multi-generational church when so many churches have settled for less than their call and do not make much effort to share our faith with the following generations.  I have been proud to work with people and teams that have worked to provide small groups for adults, family ministry to support parents, Sunday School for children and youth, fellowship group and choir for youth, and the model Vacation Bible School that has made an impact and reputation in our community.  The Children's Ministry team is an awesome team of hard workers and talented people, and I am glad to see now has a new name to reflect its more expansive work with family ministries and church life events.  Well done, Vista!


I have also had the privilege to work with people on our congregational care teams.  We have prayer warriors through Intercessory Prayer and the Prayer Chain.  We have a strong team of Stephen Ministers who walk alongside those who have a need on their life and faith journey.  We also reach out to nurture our congregation with flowers, visits, calls and cards.  Continue to strengthen those of our Church body and community.  Personally, I was also asked to do some of the pastoral care and it has been an honor and privilege to be with you and your families at both joyous and challenging moments.  These are certainly sacred moments at your homes, hospitals. waiting rooms and hospice centers.  It has come through nurseries, Baptisms, Confirmation classes and services, marriages, doctors offices, living rooms, funeral homes, and memorial services.  Thank you for allowing to be with you during these intimate moments. 


 


Though preaching and teaching is difficult for my introverted side, it has pushed me to grow as well in my relationship with Jesus, and to use my creative side.  Thank you for challenging  me to keep at it.





 


Thank you for allowing me to use my passions for youth work (my youth group growing up had a profound impact on my life), mission work, and drama/media work to come together. 





Continued on Page 10


 
































12














:








. 


.


















































Catalina Community Services


Arizona data continues to indicate that one in every five is unable to feed their family due to hardship.  Please consider putting aside one can of food each week for these families in our Catalina Community.  Your monetary donations, placed in the collection plate, go even further with every dollar buying three dollars of food.  Envelopes, Food Bank Box and suggestions for food donations are in the Narthex at all times.  Look for the announcement in the bulletin the last Sunday of the month as a reminder that when we come on the first Sunday every month and are served the Lord's Supper, we serve others in need through our Food Bank donations.  We sent 3/4 basket of food and $401.00 last month.  Remember, Catalina Community Services is one of the "Working Poor" Charities which allows the state tax credit on your AZ Income Tax.  Thanks to everyone. 


         Becki Daniels





























Habitat for Humanity


I had a great talk with Michael MacDonald, chair of Habitat for Pima County.He informed me that the Board has investigated the property generously  donated  by Ray Repinski and has elected to accept the donation of these 3.75 acres in Catalina. New homes will be built through  their program. They are working on the details with the Pima County and  hope to be able to start construction in 2012 in our very own community. This is exciting and we look forward to doing our part to make a number of family’s dreams come true with the ownership of their own home. Stay tuned!!! Thank you Ray!!!





Snak Pak Program


We want to thank all you at Vista for your donations from the Lenten Season that went to the Snak Pak feeding program at Coronado School in Catalina. We do not have a full accounting just yet but will report to you next month. For further info please call Nedra Thomason at 869-4425.





As we draw to the end of the Season I want to thank all our beloved Snowbirds for their participation in the Mission Outreach at Vista during your time with us. You are a great blessing to us all and we wish you a great summer while you are away from us and look forward to your return in the fall. It is our prayer and hope that everyone at Vista finds a way to serve in Mission Service even in a small way. It  is always something that each of us can do in God’s name to serve those who are in need. Our next meeting will be Wed. May 4th at 1:00 PM. All are always welcome.


Yours in Mission service:


Dee Berman Chairman


825-7115
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Outreach Mission Ministry





To all our wonderful folks at Vista





It’s hard to believe, but summer is with us. So many of us will take the summer months off to travel and see family, but services, in your absence, get a little scarce at Vista. However,  the Mission Outreach needs go on. Please save us your little Hotel shampoos, lotions, soaps  for our "Celebration of  Learning" trip to Agua Prieta on Nov. 5th  Once again I want to thank you for your generous Easter offering that supplied $1285.75, of much needed funds for the African University Directors Chair, as well as our local project at Tucson Hospitality Inn.. Your generosity and caring hearts blesses so many lives. Many Thanks





At this writing we are still collecting for our Memorial Day fund for our troops over seas. We will be sending phone cards and supporting, with your donations, the Family Support program “Hearts Apart” at the Davis Monthan AFB here in Tucson. I will report to you next month on the outcome, but thank you in advance for your wonderful support for our troops. We are requesting that you cut out all store coupons for products for our troops to use at their PX overseas. They can use them at the PX as they will be extended 6 months beyond the US expiration date. Just drop them in the Mission Baskets in the Narthex in an envelope, and we will get them sent off to our troops





Mission Trip to Fuente de Vida Church


God’s spirit is alive and growing through the work of Pastor Gela and members of Fuente de Vida Church.  On April 30th five members of Vista’s mission committee made a visit to our sister church in Aqua Prieta.  We spent an inspirational day with 25 of the secondary and seminary students, in addition to women of the church.  Since the loss of Pastor Diego almost two years ago, his wife Gela enrolled in John Wesley Seminary training and has assumed pastoral duties for the church.  In their own words, “This has been a time of spiritual growth, the Lord has been lifting up leaders in the congregation.”  Sunday morning attendance continues to grow with 60-70 adults attending “Leadership With Purpose” classes from 10:15-11:30 am, followed by the larger congregation attending church services from 11:45-1:00.  They said that two years ago this August Dee (Berman) told them, “You are the light that’s going to shine.”  The light is shining so brightly Pastor Gela said with a smile, “The only way we get people to leave on Sunday after church is to turn out the lights.”  Dee Berman received a thank you note from one of the children, Nahara.  She wrote in English, “Hi, I want to give you this cart because you’re a very good people and a lovely people.  Thank you!  We love you!”





Mission Project for Aqua Prieta


It’s time again for our annual collection of school supplies for the children of our sister church in Agua Prieta.  We will be collecting school supplies for approximately 20 kinder (kindergarten) children, 40 elementary and 29 secondary students.  The success of this economic development program is reflected in the increasing numbers of secondary students.  The mission committee’s goal is to provide school supplies for the most needy K-12 grade students and tuition scholarships for 13 junior high students ($50 per student).  Scholarships for the 16 high school students ($300 per student) will be provided by Sun Lakes Methodist Church.  In Mexico public education is tuition free for kinder (ages 3-5) and elementary (ages 6-11) school but students must provide their own school supplies and uniform.  Prior to our church members donations of school supplies, most of these children were not able to attend school.  With education and God’s help, the cycle of poverty can be overcome for these children.  The deadline for your donations is August 1.  School supplies lists will be provided in the church bulletin and office.  If you are unable to shop, please consider a donation and the Mission Team will shop for you.


Jan Hopke-Almer


Education Leader
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