
JULY   ECHOES 2011

VISTA de la MONTANA
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Join us on Sunday, July 3rd at
10:00 am

to celebrate the 4th of July and to welcome
our new pastor,

Dr. David Patterson

Following the service we will have our annual 4th of July
potluck, so plan on staying and greeting the new pastor and

celebrating the holiday.
The United Methodist Men will be providing hot dogs and

hamburgers, buns and condiments.

A - H will bring desserts
I - Z will bring sides/salads

Hope to see you there!!!

WITH OPEN HEARTS, OPEN MINDS and OPEN DOORS
REACHING OUR COMMUNITY



THANK YOU
Many thanks to all of the people of Vista for your many kind expressions of sympathy during my husband’s
lengthy illness and death, on April 11th.  Special thanks to the Pastor’s Monte and Matt.  The Vocal
Seniority, Don Little, The Bell Choir, and Mary Bellah for making Wesley’s memorial service so
meaningful. Last but not least  The Hospitality Committee provided a lovely reception following the service.
And it went without a “hitch”!  My family and I will always remember the beautiful service and all the love
that went into it’s preparation.
Sincerely,
Mattie Landrum

Chair of Council Elsie Hathaway 818-3434 elphathaway@gmail.com
Co-Lay Leader John Geotz 825-4006 jagejg@comcast.net
Co-Lay Leader Jime Jose 825-7627 jimjoseassocc@aol.com
Trustee Chair David Thomas 825-3017 dathomasaz@gmail.com
Staff-Parish Chair Nancy Yob 742-4519 mamayob@gmail.net
Finance Chair Craig Holder 829-3918 sobaldy@pcholder.net
Stewardship Chair Bob Langwig 297-3042 rlangwig@aol.com
Secretary Larry Moore 825-4196 1lrm@comcast.net
Treasurer Frank Beal 825-9070 bealendo@yahoo.com
Mission Coordinator Dee Berman 825-7115 belendo@yahoo.com
Witness Coordinator Bill Daniels 818-1516 williamddaniels@aol.com
Nurture Coordinator Art Schweitzer 825-5591 aschweitzer38@yahoo.com
UMW President Marilyn Waldo 825-9542 waldo@wbhsi.net
UMM President Jim Bleess 825-3475 jamesbleese@hotmail.com

UMM Echoes article
Summer is here and with it considerable change comes to Vista de la Montana UMC. We lose our two
pastors, each with many years of tenure and each with his own highly developed and complimentary
approaches to ministry. Our loss is considerable. Our gain is soon to be discovered through the appointment
our new pastor, a man of experience and letters. There will be a transition  period. The UMM  will assist our
outgoing pastors and their families and our incoming pastor and family. We look forward to this change as a
period of learning and growth and a time of spiritual progress for all of Vista church. Through change we
progress.

Hot weather is finally upon us. So far this June has been remarkable, nights are still cool and days have
avoided too much blistering heat.  Howard Young will need several volunteers for mowing detail along
Vista's driveway. Please honor Howard’s request for landscaping volunteers. About  8 to 10 volunteers are
needed,  and the work can be done in 2 hours or less. Help Howard when he calls for landscaping detail.

UMM will set up chairs and tables for the July 3rd “Welcome to the new Pastor” Pot Luck.  We need about
8 good volunteers (more is better) to set up for this event. Tear down will be a call to all in attendance (on
July 3rd) which worked very well last time.

Men of Vista….Stop by the UMM breakfast on the first Saturday of the month and introduce yourself. Life
is short, do it now!
Happily submitted,
Jim Bleess
UMMP
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Time Capsule Contents
Buried Memorial Day Sunday, May 29, 2011
to be opened Charter Sunday, March 2031

Vista de la Montaña United Methodist Church

• Handwritten list of meetings before September 9, 1990
• History of Vista de la Montaña United Methodist Church (1990-1995)
• 1990 Remember When ... A Nostalgic Look Back in Time booklet
• Charter Members list as of March 24, 1991 (inscribed on plaque in narthex, presented Charter Sunday,

March 20, 2011)
• All picture directories;  1991-92, 1994; 1998; 2001; 2005; 2008;  and 2011 Directory without photos
• 1st Echoes (was Mountain Echoes when started; Nancy Yob formatted and typed each issue for Pastor Don

Cooke).  His column was titled “The Growing Edge.”
• Individual olive wood communion cup from Holy Land, used for communions on first Sunday of October,

1990, as gift to each of us.  Don also used water from the Jordan River for infant baptisms.
• November 24, 1990 Historical Statement, Structure and Officers for 1991, Budget, Membership Numbers
• Constituting Sunday bulletin – March 24, 1991
• Photo of Site Selection Committee inspecting missile site: left to right: David DiPalermo, Rev. Don

Cooke, (realtors Lonnie Hennings and Ken Cardella), Grover Foreman, Gil Scheeringa, Francis Craner,
Mary Louise Roberson, Alberta Gibson, Bob Mowry and Joyce Everingham.

• Packet regarding Rev. Donald B. Cooke’s retirement: his letter to congregation, newspaper articles with
Don and Lois and the makers of his memory quilt, Don Cooke Scholarship brochure, newspaper article
and bulletins for Don’s memorial service

• “Word is out ...” article about purchasing missile site; Claiming Sunday bulletin and rocks, laminated
Exodus scripture

• “Vistaites Anticipate the Next Step” Stu Elson’s Echoes column, November 1992
• Launching Our Dreams with a Vista – The Purchase of the Missile Site Property brochure, Stu’s Echoes

article “A Look Back and A Peek Forward”  and various newspaper articles:
Owners plan patchwork of uses for old Titan tracts – September 19, 1993
A night in the desert – December 15, 1994
Desert Views article  – December 30, 1994
Missiles to Missions – May 15, 1995
From Bombs to Bibles
Plans call for church to be built on former missile site – June 5, 1995

• Selected pages with text and photos from Jan Bohe’s scrapbooks chronicling history of Mountain View
Crafters (now Creative Hands of Vista UMC) showing quilts, clothes, crafts created, their Holly Daze
Bazaars and mission projects, etc.

• Packet with Chrismons Tree brochure and an angel Chrisman.  We had workshops to make them.
• VDLMUMC’s first trip to the Holy Land – February 1995 with hosts Rev. Stu and Polly Elson, Jack and

Phyllis Richards: list and photo of Pilgrims overlooking Jerusalem, photos at the Garden Tomb and
communion service.

CONTINUDE 0N PAGE 10
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HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO:

Bill and Marge Allen 7/1
Jim and Anne Coffman 7/1
Craig and Benith MacPherson 7/2
Aaron and Ruth Raita 7/2
Ken and Janice Almer 7/5
George Avis, Arlene Lehto 7/11
Bill and Jane Hillman 7/11
John and Barb Madden 7/17
Jim and Marie Tayburn 7/29

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO:

Jayna Burrow 7/1
Stuart Scott 7/1
Frances Johnson 7/2
Laurie Extract 7/3
Walter Johnson 7/3
Leo Damkroger 7/4
Carol Witt 7/5
Jan Bohe 7/6
Elsie Hathaway 7/9
Betty Jacob 7/9
Tom Tjossem 7/9
Rodger Burrow 7/10
Jimmie Simon 7/10
Craig MacPherson 7/11
Alex Perakis 7/11
Kay Gragg 7/12
Melanie Phillips 7/13
Jan Springer 7/14
Katie Langendorfer 7/15
Dale Alberts 7/16
Judy Conklin 7/16
Barbara Foster 7/16
Paul Hampton 7/16

Sam Kreiling 7/16
Hedy Patterson 7/16
Don Cross 7/17
Tom Roberts 7/17
Roy Lauger 7/18
Janet D’Agostino 7/19
Yvonne LeCornu 7/19
Martha Sartoris 7/19
Linda Whitlatch 7/21
Barbara Ballas-Davis 7/22
Dorothy Conner 7/22
Peggy Marks 7/22
Dave Anderson 7/25
Jim Hartman 7/25
Carolyn Leonard 7/25
Ron Ramsey 7/25
Sherri Wyland 7/25
Bob Glende 7/26
Joan Robinson 7/26
Joe Young 7/26
John Synhorst 7/27
Evie Carscadden 7/28
Dick Nevins 7/28
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Echoes Mission Outreach Ministry for July 2011
Greetings to all our Vista summer folks. At press time fires are raging in Southeast Arizona and all are
hoping and praying that the Monsoons come quickly.

UMCOR and MEMORIAL DAY MISSIONS
Our hearts reach out to those who fight the fires and those who have suffered such great losses from
these fires. It is a great reminder that life can bring us, in the blink of an eye, so many unexpected
events. I am happy to report that through your great generosity, we were able to send UMCOR a
check for $1680.00 for the Tornado Disaster Relief that devastated so many in our country. In
addition, we were able--through our Memorial Day Collection-- to send a check for $1400.00 to the
Davis-Monthan AFB, for Phone Cards and the “Hearts Apart” program that assists the families of the
deployed troops. Thank you so very much for your caring hearts.

AGUA PRIETA and FUENTE de VIDA
As we do each year, Vista UMC will be collecting school supplies for the Children & Youth of Agua
Prieta for the upcoming school year. There has been so much progress in the education of these great
kids!  Many have now graduated from high school and are seeking higher education. We all
remember joyfully, our very first graduate, Agustine Rojas, who is now married and is a pastor of a
church in Baja California, Mexico. What a thrill it was to receive him at Vista in 2010 as he came in
person to thank us. There are now ten others who are seeking sponsors to help them reach their goals.
Visit the Apple Tree in the Narthex and, if you feel led to do so,  sponsor one of these worthy
students for $60.00 a semester (4 Months). We hope to get all of these great young people sponsors
as we continue to help them rise above the poverty they endure so that they may become productive
citizens in their own country. Each Sunday there is a list of the needed school supplies in the Sunday
bulletin. Please take it home and when you see a BACK TO SCHOOL sale, pick up some of the
school items that the children need and drop it in the Mission Baskets in the Narthex. You may never
know what a blessing you can be, but certainly God does! Call Jan Hopke -Almer, Education Leader
at 818-2504 for further information on the school supplies and the scholarships.

             Continued on page 8

Students from Fuenta de la Vida filling
Out Scholarships applications.

Vista Team at Fuente de la Vida
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CMT HAS A NEW NAME!!

Children, Youth and Family Ministry   CYFM

The Children’s Ministry Team now has a new name – Children, Youth and Family Ministry. 
So CMT has now become CYFM.  It’s hard for us to remember sometimes, too, but it’s a
perfect description of what we’re all about.  With the changes in staffing and transitions
we’ve been making, it describes all the hats we will be wearing.  The families have been
meeting with the team to express their concerns, wishes and hopes, and we’ve been working
together to answer all.   We will be having many activities for the Youth as well as for the
families over the summer months, along with a regular Bible Study for the Youth of Vista,
led by Nancy Yob.  The parents have been more involved in the planning and execution of
the activities, so this promises to be a very exciting time.

Speaking of exciting times, the children of SonQuest and Live BIG have wrapped up their
final units for the school year and are moving right in to the summer mode.  They began by
really “Shaking Things Up” at Vacation Bible School and had a wonderful and spiritually
fulfilling week.  As we do go into the summer months, our regular SonQuest program has
been replaced by Summer SonDays.  The Nursery will operate as usual, and during the
second service a CYFM staff member will accompany those children from Preschool to
grade 3 to the Education Building to follow a continuation of our VBS program.  Children in
grades 4 and up are encouraged to stay in the worship service with their families.

After the children’s exciting finale to VBS – the Closing Celebration (see more in another
article) – the CYFM team took Matt and Cathy out to lunch to celebrate their many years of
most valuable service to our children and youth.  It is certainly tough to say good-bye, but we
have nothing but love for them both and wish them the best in God’s next chapter.  We will
miss them terribly, but we know God has a plan.

Blessings,

Barbara Johnson
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SHAKE IT UP CAFÉ HAD EVERYBODY COOKING!!

The Shake It Up Café Vacation Bible School was a smoking success (literally) this year.  Our 86 young chefs
had an exciting week of activities designed for them to learn to follow God’s recipe.  From their Opening and
Closing Ceremonies with their dynamic Chef Basil (Charlie Adami) and his sidekick, Scraps the Raccoon
(Debbi Maloid), to their guides taking them to all the different stations – Music, Science, Crafts, Bible Story,
Snacks and Mission – they were busy chefs!  The highlight of the week came at the Closing Celebration for the
families.  The children performed songs, the Tweens (all 23 of them) prepared a video retelling the Bible Stories
in a modern setting, and there was an interesting cook-off competition between Chef Basil and Chef Boy-ar-dee
(Gavin Lubben).  The audience got to participate as well, as the ceremony ended with a pie-eating contest
involving 4 of the young chefs.  To top everything off, Chef Boyardee’s creation burned up, so everyone went
outside to get cooled off by the Fire Department.
All of the kids had a wonderful time, and showed their appreciation to the Golder Ranch Fire Department by
giving them a check for $70 from their weekly collection bank.  A huge thank you goes out to all the wonderful
staff and volunteers who made this week possible.  Our congregation is such a giving one, and it certainly
showed in the monetary contributions as well as the contributions of the time and energy of so many to put this
together and make it such a meaningful experience for the kids.
A special big THANK YOU goes out to the Youth.  From assisting the station leaders, to assisting guides, to
being Bible characters, to Kara Synhorst leading the Music – they were absolutely fantastic and we couldn’t
have done it without them!  Thank you to all of you – and especially since you went right from doing VBS to
your Mission Trip in New Mexico.  God has blessed us in so many ways!
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Missions Continued from page 5

Catalina Community Services

Vista’s Vacation Bible School donated 214 pounds of food to Catalina Community Services Food Bank
this past week!  Throughout the week Vista’s VBS 80+ participants learned about giving and sharing and
how they can help in their community and the world during our “Missions” time with Joy Oram.

You might be surprised to know that 525 students between the school ages of Kindergarten and eighth
grade, are currently registered in CCS’s Food and Clothing Bank programs.  This is nearly one half of
the Coronado School K-8 population.

Look for the Vista Grocery Basket on the last Sunday of the month. Pick up your bags for food or
envelopes for the collection plate.  The first Sunday of every month is the day to bring the bags full of
non-perishable food or your money donations to be tripled by CCS.

FIRST SUNDAY COMMUNION for US =
REMEMBER FOOD for OTHERS

Pick up the latest CCS newsletter in the Narthex.  It is filled with news and pictures about the services
and volunteer opportunities.    Go online at www.catalinacommunityservices.org to see kids, teens and
family activities available in CCS’s beautiful meeting rooms on 3535 E Hawser St.  Activities include
Teen Sew Cool, crafts, movies, games, etc. during June and July.

Thank you for your continuing support!

Becki Daniels

Vista’s Vacation Bible School
Missions” time with Joy Oram.
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TUCSON HOSPITALITY INN

 Good news! Southern Arizona Foundation awarded the Inn a grant for $5000 in June.  We are waiting to
hear about another grant as well.  For the first time in three years, the Inn is full during a summer month.  It
is good news for the finances of the Inn, but of course not good news for the people who have to be there for
medical reasons. 
Please keep the Inn, Lou Tompkins, manager, and its guests in your prayers.  A special prayer need is for
Laura Lane’s father John.  (Laura is volunteering her services as House Manager.)  John moved here from
Oregon in May last year to get a double lung transplant.  He is still waiting and getting discouraged.  Several
times he has been close to getting a match, but they haven’t worked out.  Please keep John and his family in
prayer.
For more information about the Inn or to volunteer contact:  Kay Gragg, 544-2545.

CAFÉ COLONIA SALES

Fuente de Vida Methodist Church in Agua Prieta, Mexico needs your Support!
By purchasing Café La Colonia coffee at Vista UMC, you are helping to support the ministry of our sister
church in Mexico and Pastora Gela’s family.
If you missed us on Sunday, the 12th and need coffee before July 3, don’t despair!   Between now and July 3,
you can purchase coffee by sending  your request via email  to pam@pcholder.net, or call me at 829-3918.
If you get the machine, just leave your name and what you would like. Your order will be delivered the
following Sunday at Vista Church.
Coffee is available in 1 lb bags at $10 per pound.  Flavors are Gourmet Medium Roast, ground or beans;
ArabicaGround Medium and DarkRoast;  Arabica beans Medium Roast;  Robusto beans;  Decaf Ground
Medium and Dark Roast; and Decaf beans Medium Roast.
Our  next on-site sale will be held on July 31 between the worship services.
Thank you for supporting this valuable ministry.
Pam Holder
We are pleased to welcome our new Pastor David Patterson and are looking forward to the opportunity to
introduce him to all our Mission Projects that the good folks at Vista have made possible. We also want to
thank Pastor Matt & Pastor Monte for their continued support for Mission Outreach Ministries over their
time with us for these past 8 years. Our next Missions meeting will be on Wed. the 6th of July at 1:00 PM
and remember that everyone is invited to join us for this opportunity to serve the Lord and others thru this
Ministry.
Yours in Mission Service:

Dee Berman Chairman

520-825-7115,  deerick1968@comcast.net

Please note folks that the CREATIVE HANDS, SNAK PACK PROGRAM and our visits to
our adopted cottage at THE CATALINA MOUNTAIN SCHOOL will resume in Sept. We
will report to you about these Mission Projects in the September Echoes
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Time Capsule Contents
Continued from Page 3

• Open House invitation for November 23, 1997 to dedicate our new Worship Hall & Education Wing (our
second set of modulars and restrooms from Phoenix, Building “A” in 2011.  Our first modulars, brought
onto our site July 21, 1994 , is currently designated as Building B)

• Building Vista’s Vision Volume 1, Number 1 (bright yellow) our capital stewardship campaign to raise
money for Worship Center/Fellow ship Hall; How We Got Here from There building committee notes;
tri-fold (bright yellow) VDLMUMC Welcomes You! brochure; ABA (Albanese Brookes Associates)
Master Plan booklet

• Labyrinth brochure and instructions
• Memorial Garden brochure
• United Methodist Women packet
• Stephen Ministry packet – Vista became a Stephen Mi nistry congregation in 1999.  Photo of 2008-09

commissioned class (Sharon Kaste, Jean Aimetti, Kim Lauger, Joy Oram, Carl Terry),, with SM banner
made by Joan Robinson in 2000

• Where prayer books replace a missile – Bonnie Henry article November 4, 2001
• Groundbreaking November 11, 2001 – Captain Matthew A. Barker’s address.  We sat in folding chairs

or stood; Honor Guard from DMAFB presented the colors; Commemorative brass shovel is in the
Pastor’s office (or a closet somewhere?)  Should be mounted on wall somewhere in the Worship
Center/Fellowship Hall!

• DVD, bulletin and commemorative coffee mug from first service September 8, 2002, in our new
Worship Center/Fellowship Hall (also Vista’s 12th anniversary celebration).  Dr. Jon Leonard, Pastor

• Consecration Sunday, November 19, 2002.  There is a book on a lectern in the narthex listing donors of
various items: the large lighted flame and cross, old rugged cross within the larger cross on north wall of
chancel, communion table, Bible on the communion table, pulpit, Psalm 121 banners each side of
chancel, baptismal font, stained glass window in chapel, benches in Memorial Garden, etc.  There is even
a list of all who purchased the chairs in which we sit every Sunday

• 2010 Annual Church Conference booklet
• Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors – 4-fold brochure about Vista de la Montaña UMC
• 20th Charter Sunday bulletin – March 20, 2011
• Recent copies of Echoes; and April/May 2011 The Upper Room devotional magazine
• Cross and Flame banner/flag from flagpole at Oracle entrance on Miravista.  First ones were made by

Carol Goetz.  After her death, other members made replacements as needed ... the winds, dirt and rain are
very destructive!

• Children’s Sunday School mission packet
• DVD’s

Nancy Yob’s historical video of Vista’s early years – shown March 20, 2011
Vocal Seniority (men’s ensemble under direction of Bill Bellah)
“From Mountain Tops to Mission” – March 6, 2011 – Monte Baker
“In Training” – March 13, 2011 – Monte Baker
“Who’dda Thunk It” – March 27, 2011 – Monte Baker
“Whenever Jesus Shows Up” – April 16, 2011 – Monte Baker
Good Friday Requiem – April 22, 2011

“It Was Friday, But Sunday’s Comin” – Easter, April 24, 2011 – Monte Baker
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Vista De La Montaña
United Methodist Church

3001 E. Miravista Lane
Tucson, AZ 85739

Office hours
Monday through Friday 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Phone: 520 825-1985
Fax: 520 825-2997

E-mail: VistaUMC@aol.com

Open hearts, Open minds, Open doors
The people of the

United Methodist Church

http://www.vistaumc.com
We invite you to visit our website.
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YOUTH GROUP ON MISSION’S TRIP TO NEW MEXICO
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